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Summary

• The Meaning of Latin America

• Security Issues

• Political Issues

• Trade 

• New Trends in Latin America

• The “B” of BRIC and its Promises  

• The Problems of the “Negative” Agenda



The Meaning of Latin America

Why “Latin America”?

a French Invention 

(Michel Chevalier, 1830)

Neruda, Borges, Octavio Paz, Jorge Amado, Gabriel Garcia





General 
Population: 569 million

Countries: 21

Languages

Spanish

French

QuechuaPortuguese

Aymara

Nahuatl

Guarani

Mayan Papiamentu

Jamaican Creolo

English

Haitian Creole



Largest cities 

1.  Mexico City
2.  São Paulo
3.  Buenos Aires
4.  Rio de Janeiro
5.  Bogotá
6.  Lima
7.  Santiago
8.  Belo Horizonte
9.  Caracas
10.Guadalajara

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico_City
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S%C3%A3o_Paulo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buenos_Aires
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rio_de_Janeiro
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bogot%C3%A1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lima
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santiago,_Chile
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belo_Horizonte
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caracas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guadalajara
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Colonial Demarcation 









Security Defense



Tensions and conflicts

The Effects of Terrorism

Environment Concerns 

Global Factors of Insecurity and 

Instability  

Weak and Fragile States

Drugs and Organized Crime

The Economic Crisis



Security Issues

• No Common Threat

• The Asymmetrical Dilemma

• Terrorism?  

• Guerrilla in Colombia

• Haiti

• Drug traffic and organized crime  

• Cuba: a relic from the Cold War?  

• The Chávez’s effect

• The new South American Defense Council

• The forgotten Nuclear agenda



Political Issues

• The authoritarian tradition

• Colors of democracy and populism

• Politics and stability

• Regional “alliances” 



Perceptions 



Latinobarometro: do you think that democracy in your 

country works better or worst than in the rest of LA?








